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With years of experience in organizing and advancing the movement,
the creative team behind the play recognized that the obstacles to
making Black women's vulnerability to police violence legible as a social
problem apply in equal measure to bringing substantive depictions

of the women affected to the stage. The normative assumptions that
insulate male-centric conceptions of police brutality from critique mirror
the ones that diminish women’s purchase in storytelling.

Consider the Bechdel test, a metric to evaluate the presence of women
in fiction, which asks whether a work features a conversation in which
two or more women talk about something other than men. The test’s
criterion reveals how often women are only afforded narrative capital in
terms of their relationship to men.

For women of color, race further impedes credible representation. In
Saidiya Hartman's Venus in Two Acts, the author imagines a plausible
conversation between two enslaved women who were eventually
murdered. Hartman's vision of that conversation—in which “two world-
less girls found a country in each other’s arms”"—would pass the Bechdel
test with flying colors, but the source material that could ground such
fictionalization is dreadfully spare; the archive records nothing about
their lives beyond the atrocities they suffered as human chattel.
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To illustrate the complex relationship between the contours
of Black women’s interiority and the external structures
that constrain and discipline them, the play interpolates a
conceit from Zora Neale Hurston'’s essay

“How It Feels To Be
Colored Me”,

in which Hurston likens herself to

“a brown bag of
miscellany propped :
against a wall.”
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