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2025 was the year where we
galvanized to resist the ways
in which anti-Blackness was
undermining our institutions,
the law and our democracy.



The African American Policy Forum
www.aapf.org



LETTER FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

WHO WE ARE

& HOW WE

MEET
THIS MOMENT

The African American Policy Forum (AAPF)
stands at a critical crossroads in the fight for dem-
ocratic inclusion. For nearly three decades, we
have served as an unparalleled intersectional
think tank, tracking and uplifting threats to ra-
cial and gender justice in real time, while con-
structing the analytical frameworks and or-
ganizing infrastructure needed to defend our
multiracial democracy.

Leveraging our unique foundation—rooted
in rigorous research, deepened by strategic partner-
ships with movement builders, and informed by
ongoing engagement with dynamic thought lead-
ers—we were uniquely positioned this year to drive
meaningful change. Operating as both scholars and
organizers, truth-tellers and bridge-builders, we suc-
cessfully created a transformative space where the
analytical power of Critical Race Theory and Inter-
sectionality was translated directly into real-world
strategies for social change.
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Throughout the year, we delivered:

e An essential hub of activity to document and
respond to myriad attacks on Black women.

« Critical talking points, race-forward messag-
ing and polling insights that coordinated the
movement’s narrative strategy.

o Timely, evidence-based reports that shaped
public discourse and policy debates.

o Accessible tools and public education mate-
rials developed from complex academic frame-
works to facilitate coordinated action.

« Virtual and in-person learning opportunities,
providing a critical on-ramp for thousands of
constituents eager to engage.

« Trusted, dynamic spaces for leaders across sec-
tors to learn from one another and strategize
collective resistance to defend our democracy.

This year has further emphasized the critical im-
portance of AAPF’s unique positioning at the inter-
section of legal scholarship, grassroots organizing,
cultural work, and youth leadership development.
Our ability to convene diverse stakeholders—from
legal advocates to artists, educators to community
activists, established scholars to young researchers,
the #SayHerName Mothers Network to movement
leaders—proved essential for mounting effective
resistance to coordinated attacks on democracy. In a
moment when the very idea of multiracial democra-
cy faces existential threats from the highest levels of
government, AAPF has demonstrated that combin-
ing rigorous intersectional analysis, bold cultural
intervention, strategic coalition-building, sustained
remembrance, attention to wellness, and invest-
ment in youth leadership all together creates the
foundation for effective and sustained resistance.

On behalf of AAPF,
Kimberlé Crenshaw
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OUR WORK

THIS YEAR

This past year, we witnessed unprecedented assaults on civil rights infrastruc-
ture, Black history, and the very foundations of democratic participation. Where
others saw overwhelming chaos, we saw an urgent call to action, and we mo-
bilized our coalition infrastructure while maintaining our commitment to rigor-
ous education, cultural intervention, and youth leadership development. We are
proud to have hosted over 20 events that attracted over 11,000+ attendees. As
this year closes, we remain steadfast at the frontlines of racial justice to defend
our democracy.
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WOMEN'S
LIVES &

LERDERSHIP

Throughout 2025, AAPF sustained a space for cen-
tering Black women's experiences, leadership, and
humanity in the face of illiberal backlash and threats
to democracy often marginalize questions of racial
and gender justice.

#SayHerName Campaign: This campaign provides an-
alytical frameworks to understand the ways in which
Black women’s, girls’, and femmes’ lives are taken by
state-sanctioned police violence. It has also created spaces
and communities focused on remembrance and advocacy.

> #SayHerName Book Tour: This summer tour com-
memorated a decade of resisting Black women’s in-
visibility in conversations about police violence. We
conducted panelsin New Orleans, Martha’s Vineyard,
and Atlanta featuring Professor Crenshaw, select ac-
tors reading family testimonies, and our signature
call-and-response ritual honoring over 50 girls, wom-
en, and femmes killed by law enforcement. Audienc-
es participated in speaking names, pouring water li-
bations, and placing name cards into small plant jars
hand-assembled by AAPF staff—all to create power-
ful communal acts of remembrance and resistance.

> Freedom toPlay Wellness Day with the SHN Moth-
ers Network: This event highlighted the importance
of wellness,joy, play,and community for Black women
(especially those in grief) while affirming that Black
women’s joy is resistance itself. The inaugural Free-
dom to Play Wellness Day, launched in New York City

CENTERING
BLACK

thispast October, taught usthatattending to the holis-
tic wellbeing of those engaged in struggle (and carry-
ing the weight of grief) is not a luxury but a necessity.

11th Anniversary #SayHerName Performance of
#SayHerName: The Lives That Should Have Been de-
buted at the Hammer Museum in Los Angeles, CA.
Written by Kimberlé Crenshaw, Julia Sharpe-
Levine, a.k.payne and G’Ra Asim, the play invites
us to reimagine the lives of Black women, girls and
femmes in an alternative realm in which their deaths
never happened. This year, AAPF and the Founda-
tion for Systemic Change hosted an anniversary
staged reading in December. With opening remarks
from New York Attorney General Letitia James,
this year’s reading featured a star-studded case in-
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cluding emcee and two-time Tony Award-winning
actor, Kara Young, Jon Michael Hill (Tony Award
nominee, Purpose), Qween Jean (Designer: Liberation,
Cats: The Jellicle Ball, Oh Happy Day, Saturday Church),
DeWanda Wise (Furlough’s Paradise, Love, Brooklyn),
Tonya Pinkins (Caroline, or, Change, Tony Award
winner for Jelly’s Last Jam), and Moses Ingram (Sun-
set Baby, The Queen’s Gambit), among many others.
This special performance was directed by Awoye
Timpo and was followed by a powerful conversa-
tion between Kimberlé Crenshaw and four of the
featured mothers in the play: Gina Best, mother of
India Kager; Rhanda Dormeus, mother of Korryn
Gaines; Frances Garrett, mother of Michelle Cus-
seaux; and Sharon Wilkerson, mother of Shelly
Frey. We also were honored to be joined by Mothers
Valarie Carey, sister of Miriam Carey, Ashley Carr,
sister of Atatiana Jefferson, Tamika Palmer, moth-
er of Breonna Taylor and Debra Shirley, mother of
Michelle Shirley.
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DEVELOPING CRITICAL

FRAMEWORKS OF ANALYSIS
&RACE-FORWARD

MESSAGING

The coordinated attacks on Critical Race Theory
and Intersectional frameworks, which reveal how
systems of oppression are connected, confirmed
that those invested in maintaining oppression un-
derstand that such analyses threaten their power.
The fact that they remain under sustained attack
validates their power and importance—and deep-
ens our commitment to advancing race and gender-
forward frameworks across all our work, from our
podcast programming to our in-person teach-ins.

2> Our latest research, Anti-Blackness is the Point,
cuts through the noise to show how anti-Black-
ness and misogynoir are vehicles for our alarm-
ing political slide. This report demonstrates our
commitmentto profferaccurateand cutting-edge
analyses of the structural components and im-
plications of our wider political landscape. At
AAPF, we recognize thatitis only through proper
diagnoses that a counter-assault can be effective-
ly mounted. In addition to an Under the Blacklight
event featuring Tim Wise, Eddie Glaude, and
Keeanga-Yahmatta Taylor in conversation with
Kimberlé Crenshaw, AAPF also provided brief-
ings on the report together with talking points
and other resources to partner organizations, in-
cluding the Leadership Conference on Civil and
Human Rights and the National Urban League.

> The Executive Disorder Project, launched
immediately after the inauguration, featured
explainer videos with world-renowned schol-

ars on authoritarianism, race, and democrat-
ic backsliding. This video series accumulated
300,000+ views, reaching audiences desiring
accessible frameworks for understanding civil
rights assaults. By making complex analysis ac-
cessible, we successfully injected AAPF’s frame-
works concerning the centrality of gendered
and racial injustice into mainstream conver-
sations about threats to American democracy.

Our Egregious Acts series of infographics juxta-
posed extreme examples of anti-Blackness with
corresponding actions promoting white su-
premacy to highlight the ways that anti-Black-
ness is fueling the multifront assault on democ-
racy. The infographics focused on four sites: the
first sixty days of the Trump regime’s executive
orders and federal agency actions; attacks on
Black history and memory; the assault on high-
er education; and perpetuation of state violence
against Black women and girls.
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https://bit.ly/Anti-BlacknessIsThePoint
https://bit.ly/AAPFReportResources
https://bit.ly/AAPFReportResources
https://bit.ly/First60Days_EgregiousActs 
https://bit.ly/First60Days_EgregiousActs 
https://bit.ly/EgregiousErasures

http://bit.ly/EgregiousActions_HigherEd
http://bit.ly/EgregiousActions_HigherEd
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BMPcheOGLJBil59wIn2AoG09IdgMad0W/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BMPcheOGLJBil59wIn2AoG09IdgMad0W/view?usp=sharing

ONRAMPS TO
ACTIVATION

In these politically charged times—especially as in-
stitutions falter—we create a vital, uncompromised
space for open debate. We convene respected schol-
ars and advocates to offer nuanced conversations
built on historical context and legal analysis.

2 AAPF x AGs on the Road: New Orleans
& Martha’s Vineyard, MA. We were proud to
curate a series with several Attorneys General
on how states can leverage the law in defense
of civil rights and democracy. Beginning in July
at Netroots Nation in New Orleans, AAPF con-
vened a keynote panel entitled

featuring California Attorney Gen-
eral Rob Bonta, Minnesota Attorney General
Keith Ellison, and New Jersey Attorney Gen-
eral Matthew Platkin. In August, we filled the
historic Union Chapel at Martha’s Vineyard
with more than 350 attendees who came to
witness the fighting spirit of five Black attor-
neys general from across the nation.

featured Attorneys General Andrea
Joy Campbell of Massachusetts, Keith El-
lison of Minnesota, Aaron Ford of Nevada,
Letitia James of New York, and Nick Brown
of Washington how they are using state
power to counter the erosion of civil rights,
state autonomy, and racial justice under the
current administration.
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https://www.instagram.com/p/DQ43rmDEV6j/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/p/DQ43rmDEV6j/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D
https://youtu.be/7OtI7mjJuB8?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/7OtI7mjJuB8?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/7OtI7mjJuB8?feature=shared
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fVlTeg0zuCI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fVlTeg0zuCI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fVlTeg0zuCI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fVlTeg0zuCI

2 Also, in Martha’s Vineyard, more than
100 attendeesjoined usin person and more than
2,500 online for “Beyond Dog Whistles: How
Anti-Blackness Is Destroying Our Democra-
cy and What We Must Do To Resist,” (with
an accompanying infographic) co-sponsored
with the Association for the Study of African
American Life and History (ASALH). Kimberl¢é
Crenshaw moderated a conversation between
ASALH President Kaye Wise Whitehead and
three distinguished panelists: Melanie Camp-
bell, President & CEO of the National Coali-
tion on Black Civic Participation (NCBCP) and
Convener of Black Women’s Roundtable; Lisa
M. Coleman, President of Adler University;
and Evelynn Hammonds, Harvard Professor
of the History of Science and of African and
African American Studies. The panel explored
the role of anti-Blackness in fueling the assault
on our democracy through attacks on histo-
ry and memory, higher education, scientific
consensus about what race is and isn’t, and
voting rights.

Rights & Democracy

lecture series: AAPF and t}}e Center forcllrgzlfg
sectionality and Social Policy Studies (. e
at Columbia Law Schocﬁ-co?\lrlensvc%1 :zsg) 1;1‘37 al
of this series this Iall Vil

irel::ilit;g thinkers, policy makers and actlzilsz
from inside and outside of the 1aW to (f:onr der
the key questions behind the erosion 12 o.lsarian
il rights infrastructure and the authori

turn in our democracy.

 Future of Civil

> The following sessions were moderated b
AAPF Executive Director, Kimberlé Crenshaw}"
Why Authoritarians Fear Education .
Ing Jason Stanley and Randi Wein
and Why Authoritarians Fear De
(featuring Carol Anderson, Nancy MacLean
anq Janai Nelson). These towering figures in
philosophy, history, education, and the law dis-
cussed the methods and strategies authoritari-
ans use to assault historical memory, stoke fears
of racial “others,” reverse critical victories on the

road to equality (such as the Voting Rights Act)
and soften up the public’s resistance to fascism,
Thg events were well attended by Columbia‘
UnlverSIty students and faculty, providing this
community—currently besieged by the Trum

regime’s backlash to higher education—an opl?

portunity. to assess and better understand the
threat facing America.

(featur-
garten),
mocracy



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=710lUuF-5GE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=710lUuF-5GE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=710lUuF-5GE
http://bit.ly/EgregiousActions_HigherEd
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BUILDING RESISTANGE

NETWORKS & STRATEGIC

ALLIANGES

We actively construct infrastructures of resistance. Our Democracy Defenders Strategic Convenings bring
together thought leaders, racial justice and democracy organizations, unions, and key stakeholders. We
bridge artificial divides, co-create shared understanding, and develop clear strategic priorities to preserve
multiracial democracy.

> When the administration targeted the Nation- priorities for preserving multiracial democracy.

al Museum of African American History and
Culture (NMAAHC), we rapidly organized
the Freedom to Learn National Week of Ac-
tion—convening over 50 partner organization,
2,000+ online participants while 300+ marched
through DC, encircling the National Museum
of African American History and Culture in a
powerful #HandsOffOurHistory rally that gen-
erated significant media coverage. A video and
infographic sounded the alarm about the white
nationalist aims of the assault on truth, history,
and memory. We built momentum throughout
the week to culminate in a powerful May 3rd
demonstration in Washington, D.C., where hun-
dredspublicly declared their commitment to pro-
tecting Black history and defending democracy.

Our Freedom to Learn Strategic Convening
united key stakeholders from civil rights, hu-
man rights, philanthropy, and pro-democracy
organizations to engage with leading scholars
of race and democracy and strategize responses
to illiberal assaults on democracy. Co-present-
ed with the Right to Learn coalition, this New
York City gathering bridged artificial organiza-
tional divides, co-created shared understanding
through dialogue as well as an impactful video

and infographic, and developed clear strategic

Building on this momentum, we partnered with
Tennessee state representative Justin Jones, Pop
Culture Collaborative, and the Foundation for
Systemic Change for our second annual Democ-
racy Defenders Summer Seminar and Sum-
mit in Nashville, TN. Over five energetic days
of learning and community building in July, we
brought together activists, educators, scholars,
and advocates to explore urgent topics such as
the current threats to American democracy, the
historical ties between fascism and anti-Black-
ness, and the strategies necessary to combat
these regressive movements. Combining schol-
arship with strategic learning and skill building,
participants came out of the Summit with new
tools and renewed optimism about the possibili-
ties for resisting authoritarianism and white su-
premacy in America. The Democracy Defender
[password: Newsroom!] was our on-the-ground
news platform featuring content produced by
our very own talented and diverse cast of stu-
dents, scholars, and activists.

2025 END OF YEAR REPORT
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZB69ci5Nfz8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZB69ci5Nfz8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6nmdZfN0XyY
https://bit.ly/EgregiousErasures
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y-zVpKuGU-w
https://bit.ly/First60Days_EgregiousActs
https://democracydefendernewsroom.tumblr.com/0
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AAPF maintains our strategic presence at premier
cultural venues like the Sundance Film Festival,
South by Southwest and the ESSENCE Festival of
Culture because we know that cultural change pre-
cedes and sustains political change.

D> For the fifth consecutive year, in partnership
with Pop Culture Collaborative, we presented
The Story of Us at Sundance with a panel dis-
cussion featuring leading activists and artists.
Acknowledging that cinematic storytelling
shapes how most Americans think about the
nation—from The Birth of a Nation’s glorifica-
tion of the KKK to the blacklisting of artists who
challenged power—we resurrected the histories
of insurgent storytellers who have attempted
to tell a more inclusive story of America. The
Story of Us Dispatch, a multimedia guide to
the history behind the readings, with videos of
the live performances, won an Anthem Award
for Education, Art & Culture Platform, vali-
dating our approach to cultural intervention.

Y» Later in the summer, we unveiled a new iter-
ation of The Story of Us during our seminar in
Nashville. Dubbed “The Sounds of Us,” this
event, hosted at the National Museum of Afri-
can American Music illuminated the often un-
acknowledged Black roots of country, folk, and
other roots music. Our panel discussion—in-
cluding insights from musicians and historians
Jake Blount, Amythyst Kiah, and Amanda
Ewing—addressed how the erasure of these crit-
ical Black contributions deepens social, political,
and racial division, ultimately contributing to
the coordinated anti-woke backlash gripping the
nation. We also took time to honor the extraor-
dinary contributions of four legendary Nashville
civil rights activists and Freedom Riders whose
work has profoundly shaped our nation.

PF YEAR REPORT
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https://bit.ly/StoryofUs25Dispatch
https://bit.ly/StoryofUs25Dispatch
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ACROSS PLATFORMS

Through underground radio shows across the country, award-winning podcast |

Intersectionality Matters!, and a variety of short and long-form videos, AAPF has I
maintained a diversified online presence, connecting with a wide array of listen-
ers across the digital landscape.

00:00
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> The 2025 Liberation Calendar offered an inten-

Y The Intersectionality Matters! podcast remains in

the top 1% of podcasts in 2025, with over 140,000
downloads this year alone. Combining pop cul-
ture coverage with urgent conversations about
the role of anti-blackness and misogynoir in dis-
mantling American democracy, the show pro-
vides rigorous analysis in an accessible, everyday

media format. This year’s episode “Bloody Sun-
day, 60 Years Later” won Silver at the Anthem

Awards in the category of Human & Civil Rights
Journalism, validating our approach of democ-
ratizing critical scholarship to help audiences
understand contemporary threats to democracy.

The team also launched “United States of Amne-

13 The Real Hi . f Critical R Tl "
a new series debunking the myths about CRT
and DEI that have dominated mainstream media
headlines.

tional Black History Month daily practice de-
signed to build resilience by reflecting on and
reclaiming our history. Through daily emails, so-
cial media posts, and a downloadable Google cal-
endar, participants engaged with content aligned
with themes such as Resisting, Imagining, and
Rejoicing. Liberation Calendar highlighted the
on-going fight for Black history, Black-authored
books, and Black knowledge in defense of the
freedom to learn and our civil rights legacy.

AFRICAN AMERICAN POLICY FORUM


https://open.spotify.com/episode/7aLhyFXyjt1MsSkXLXrmaf
https://open.spotify.com/episode/7aLhyFXyjt1MsSkXLXrmaf
https://open.spotify.com/episode/4gMfkBvHKiMxCFIGi9WnnO
https://open.spotify.com/episode/4gMfkBvHKiMxCFIGi9WnnO
https://blackheritageacademy.org/liberation-calendar
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DEVELOPING THE

NEXT GENERATION OF

LERDERSHIP

> Her Dream Deferred: The Young Scholars Pro-

» Since our pathbreaking report Black Girls Mat-

ter: Pushed Out, Overpoliced, and Underprotect-
ed sparked a national conversation about the
punitive disciplinary policies that negatively
impact Black girls in our nation’s schools, our
Black Girls Matter initiatives have cultivated
a crucial organizing space for critical conversa-
tions about Black women, girls’, and femmes’ ex-
periences in school, work, and beyond through
intersectional advocacy and community-driv-
en programming. As part of this initiative, the
Young Scholars Program and Her Dream De-
ferred served to provide the tools for the incom-
ing generation of scholars, activists, and leaders.

In its fifth year, the Young Scholars Program
welcomed a new cohort for a four-week multi-
phased research and leadership opportunity
organizing young Black women and girls to
develop research and policy analysis skills. Fif-
teen participants—our second largest cohort of
12 young scholars and 3 ambassadors—worked
alongside AAPF researchers to develop mul-
tidisciplinary, intersectional approaches to
assessing various dimensions of the lives of
Black girls, women, and femmes. Year-long pro-
gramming sought to develop networks of peer
support while preparing scholars to serve as
the next generation of civic leaders. This year’s
projects focused on a number of societal im-
pacts in their communities, algorithmic bias in
Al period poverty, and spiritual reclamation.

gram continued its leadership summit for the
second year during Her Dream Deferred 2025.
In collaboration with Brooklyn Emerging Lead-
ers Academy, the Young Scholars presented a
panel to high school students on college read-
iness, community care, and the importance of
culturally-informed research and academia.

Our Democracy Defenders Fellows program
brought together 17 students and youth advo-
cates to deepen their understanding of the mul-
tifrontal assault on democracy, voting rights,
Critical Race Theory, Intersectionality, and Di-
versity, Equity and Inclusion policies. At the
end of the Seminar and Summit, the fellows
reinvigorated their passion for on-campus ac-
tivism, with many laying the groundwork for
a mutual aid and banned book drive initiatives
to combat misinformation and promote access
to education within their local communities.

AAPF’s Summer Fellowship Program is a lead-
ership development opportunity committed to
providing meaningful research and advocacy ex-
perience to dedicated individuals. Fellows were
assigned to specific campaigns and initiatives
most aligned with their academic background,
interests and professional experiences. AAPF
project leads and team members mentored and
advised fellows on various projects.

2025 END OF YEAR REPORT
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CONCLUSION
KEY LESSONS &
LOOKING FORWARD

As Dr. King reminded organizers during the
Civil Rights Movement, we must remain calm while
standing up for what we know is right. AAPF has
proven that we can meet urgent crises while build-
ing for the long term. The attacks we are facing are
sophisticated and comprehensive—targeting not
just policies but history, culture, education, sites
of memory, and the very frameworks we use to
understand injustice—and AAPF has been on the
frontlines to ensure that the left-wing response is as
equally robust.

The broader war on Black history, Black frame-
works, and Black bodies represent authoritarian
attempts to control the past in order to control the
future. But as we demonstrated this year, there is a
deep hunger for truth-telling, for rigorous education
grounded in intersectional frameworks, for spac-
es of remembrance and healing, and for coordinat-
ed action in defense of our multiracial democracy.
AAPF is positioned to continue this essential work
as part of a long-term commitment to building the
multiracial democracy we deserve.

The question is not whether this work is need-
ed; the authoritarian backsliding makes that pain-
fully clear. The work ahead will be challenging, but
we face it with clarity about what is at stake, with
proven strategies for resistance, strong partnerships
across sectors and communities, and the next gener-
ation of leaders already engaged in the struggle.
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MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS

USA TODAY

Civil rights leaders rally around National
Museum of African American History
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Uncertainty Without Its Leader

7 AND

NHISTORY

hift has

s, come unde e
s SO mvalues

the Sithso!
influence ©of &
promotes,
as inheren

oV so-ca\\g\?\g‘{?\e
has issU oni ums \c{\C\uture. Ex-

ponald Trump B from @ iths History an Kimberle

roper ide 09Vm £ Africa AMe an Policy o(; nt's attemnpt

National MUSEUT oy o african of the Prestr - d to au-

ecutive d dorrnes that this 1 an his ”The\c pasty says

crenshaW 5?\ and refr At(\:‘ ealio ' apout an” “Our opponents are trying to erase Black history, Black
to WhteV'=2l is pave Y;co\o blindness: " o people voices and Black lives,’ said Kimberlé Williams Crenshaw,
‘homa\:‘ s st 800 SR it muc shat we're fact %\Zr; a law professor and executive director of the African Amer-

Crz‘f‘\\’s‘s\o " insted o live in, th pilt ican Policy Forum, who is helping to lead the effort to pro-

t\‘;ndersta c\i\t\r‘i‘:\le g rotect 1 tect the museum.

hatwe @
' order to set


https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2025/04/28/civil-rights-rally-museum-african-american-history/83324998007/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/may/03/black-history-trump-freedom-to-learn
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/06/arts/design/national-african-american-museum-faces-uncertainty-without-its-leader.html
https://www.msnbc.com/ali-velshi/watch/-critical-thinking-is-the-kryptonite-to-fascism-kimberle-crenshaw-on-the-trump-s-erasure-policies-238852677538

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE
REST OF THE YEAR

Anti-Blackness Isn’t Part of Trump’s Agenda
—It’s the Very Heart of It

Legal scholar Kimberlé Crenshaw says anti-Blackness is
an essential tool in Trump’s authoritarian playbook.

The Battle for Our Memory Is the Battle for Our
Country

Five Years Later: America Looks for a Way Forward
After George Floyd

How the Trump Administration Might

Target D.E.I. in Public Schools

A letter from the administration promised to withdraw
funding from schools that allow certain D.E.I programs.
But what counts as D.E.I. may prove murky.

Kimberlé Crenshaw, a leading Black studies and
legal scholar, said the administration was reach-
ing well beyond established legal precedents, and
argued that schools should not rush to accept the
administration’s interpretation that civil rights law
allows curriculum restrictions. She warned against
what she called “anticipatory obedience — the idea
we are going to give more than we are being asked
to because we want to be safe.”

Why Trump’s ‘anti-woke’ attack on the Smith-
sonian matters

The Joy Reid Show on AAPF’s Anti-Blackness
report

DEI Died This Year. Maybe It Was Supposed To

THOUGHT LEADERSHIP
HIGHLIGHTS



https://newrepublic.com/article/203615/anti-blackness-isnt-part-trump-agenda-it-heart
https://time.com/collections/george-floyd-america-reflection/7279984/kimberle-crenshaw-black-lives-matter-essay/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/03/us/trump-administration-dei-public-schools.html
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2025/aug/27/why-trumps-attack-on-the-smithsonian-matters


https://www.instagram.com/reel/DRh84wukj0f/
https://www.wired.com/story/dei-died-this-year-maybe-it-was-supposed-to/
https://time.com/7286463/time-impact-dinner-road-to-justice-speaker-toasts-truth-telling/
https://www.wbur.org/news/2025/05/16/boston-wbur-festival-itinerary-things-to-do-newsletter
https://www.wbur.org/news/2025/05/16/boston-wbur-festival-itinerary-things-to-do-newsletter
https://newsroom.ucla.edu/dept/faculty/kimberle-crenshaw-honored-racial-justice-scholarship-ucla
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e6YM1ItH3Ac&list=PLsJyd5HXPnfox9cSAmH8BNsUKJZ8Wuq89&index=6
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